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quick, easy and inexpensive method that he 
developed. 

As a student at Lawrence High School, Paul 
participates in numerous activities and clubs. 
As a member of Young Ambassadors of 
America, Paul has represented the United 
States on cultural tours of Japan, Spain and 
Italy. In addition, he plays on the school’s ten-
nis team, is captain of the math team and is 
a member of the chess club. Paul is also an 
award-winning musician and manages the 
chamber orchestra. As a senior member of the 
Education and Labor Committee, I am truly 
impressed by Paul’s accomplishments. 

Madam Speaker, it is with pride and admira-
tion I offer my congratulations to Paul Masih 
Das and commend his dedication to education 
and science. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO REPRESENTATIVE 
JOHN P. MURTHA OF PENNSYL-
VANIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the 
life and honor the accomplishments of Con-
gressman John Murtha who passed away on 
February 8, 2010. 

America lost a great patriot with the passing 
of Congressman Murtha, and I join the people 
of Pennsylvania’s 12th Congressional District 
and countless other Americans in mourning 
his death. As a veteran, he never forgot the 
needs of our military and through his leader-
ship as Chairman of the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense, he made sure that 
our military had the tools it needed to secure 
America’s future. A frequent visitor to injured 
troops at Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
and the National Naval Medical Center, Con-
gressman Murtha deeply understood the sac-
rifices that these men and women made for 
our country. His ability to empathize with our 
servicemembers and veterans was absolutely 
remarkable, and I will deeply miss his leader-
ship in Congress. 

Madam Speaker, today I join my fellow col-
leagues in mourning the death of Congress-
man Murtha who spent his life serving our 
country in both the military and the halls of 
Congress. 
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HONORING THE PEACE CORPS FOR 
49 YEARS OF EXTRAORDINARY 
SERVICE 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, since Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy announced his vision 
for an American volunteer service, the Peace 
Corps has made extraordinary contributions to 
millions of people across the globe. It plays an 
ongoing role in encouraging mutual under-
standing and nonviolent coexistence among 
peoples of diverse cultures. 

In the 49 years since its inception, nearly 
200,000 Americans—including my son Paul— 

have served in 139 countries across five con-
tinents. These volunteers have provided last-
ing contributions to the agriculture, economy, 
technology, education, health, youth, and envi-
ronment in areas of the world that require it 
most. 

In the course of their service, Peace Corps 
Volunteers learn new languages, gain inter-
national experience, and develop an under-
standing of other cultures. Their work and the 
skills they develop strengthen our ties to the 
global community and enhance our positive 
image abroad. 

Because of these achievements and its 
commitment to volunteerism, the Peace Corps 
is one of the most cost-effective foreign policy 
initiatives employed by our nation. 

I’ve proudly supported the Peace Corps 
throughout my time in Congress. I’ve fought to 
increase recruitment of volunteers, develop 
training programs in education and AIDS pre-
vention, and to help returning volunteers with 
student loans. Most recently, I voted tor and 
Congress passed an increased investment in 
the Peace Corps, allowing the creation of new 
programs in Indonesia and Sierra Leone this 
year. 

On this 49th anniversary of its founding, I 
applaud the Peace Corps for its important 
work and honor its volunteers. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL E. McMAHON 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
Nos. 75, 76, and 77, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING THE 49TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PEACE CORPS 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in recognition of the 49th anniver-
sary of the Peace Corps and to commemorate 
Peace Corps Week. 

Volunteers of the Peace Corps have served 
valiantly since President John F. Kennedy 
challenged Americans to work towards the 
cause of peace. Since its creation on March 1, 
1961, nearly 200,000 Americans have an-
swered that call to contribute and improve 
Americans’ understanding of other peoples 
and other peoples’ understanding of Ameri-
cans. At a time when extremist philosophies 
are increasing throughout the world, we need 
these dedicated individuals more than ever. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to commend 
the 6,671 Peace Corps volunteers, including 
153 volunteers from the State of Georgia, who 
are currently working to provide expertise and 
developmental assistance to 76 countries. 
These volunteers are dedicating themselves 
each day to the vision of President Kennedy. 
These individuals share their time and talents 
by serving as teachers, business advisors, 
HIV/AIDS educators, as well as sharing their 
knowledge of information technology, agri-
culture, the environment, and health. 

On this anniversary I would like to acknowl-
edge Jonathan Lewis, who is a prime example 
of a volunteer who is working to accomplish 
the goals of Peace Corps. Jonathan has been 
working in Kazakhstan this past year to orga-
nize the first official youth developmental 
group in the country, focusing on leadership, 
work ethics, and healthy lifestyles. At night he 
volunteers his time teaching English and 
American culture to students in schools and li-
braries around the country. Jonathan’s efforts 
and all the Volunteers represent the caring 
spirit that runs deep in our country. 

Today I honor the Peace Corps and its 
brave volunteers for their service to our nation 
and to the international community. In our 
ever-shrinking world, the mission of the Peace 
Corps is more vital than ever. I hope that each 
one of my distinguished colleagues will join 
me in commending these men and women for 
their service. 
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HONORING THE REVEREND CEDRIC 
HUGHES JONES, JR. 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the Reverend 
Cedric Hughes Jones, Jr. I congratulate Rev-
erend Jones on his installation as the newest 
Pastor to the Mount Zion Baptist Church in 
Philadelphia. 

Reverend Jones will be the fourth Pastor of 
the Mount Zion Baptist Church. He is excited 
to begin a new chapter of its history and will 
continue to support the church’s major com-
munity outreach efforts. I am confident that 
Reverend Jones will carry on the outstanding 
legacy of community service shared by the 
previous Mount Zion Baptist Church pastors. 

The Mount Zion Baptist Church is excited to 
welcome Revered Jones into their community, 
and is confident that Reverend Jones will con-
tinue the church’s mission and further build up 
their place within the surrounding community. 
The church has a long history of support for 
and outreach to their community. In providing 
meals, housing and clothing, as well as schol-
arship funds and other financial assistance, 
the Mount Zion Baptist Church has helped 
those in their community in the most need of 
help. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in 
thanking the Mount Zion Baptist Church and 
Reverend Jones for their work in bettering 
their community, and congratulate Reverend 
Jones on the occasion of his installment as 
Pastor. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 75, 76, and 77; H. Res. 1072, H.R. 3820, 
H. Res. 1097, I missed these votes because 
car trouble caused me to miss my flight. On 
the next flight, because of heavy traffic, I 
missed these votes. 
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